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Second, it would be useful to us
to ‘empower Ayatollah al-Sistani.
We need to empower him. We need
to show Iraqis that al-Sistani is capable of standing up to us.
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marginalized him. By going after him, we stuck ourselves in be-
tween the moderates and the extremists

[ think that, right now, extracting ourselves, unfortunately, prob-
ably is the best thing we can do, and it’s useful in two
it would be much better to have a negotiated settlement, as Gen-
eral Joulwan is suggesting. We donl want a fight in the mxddlt of
Najaf. That pealdeboed itiiiili | to us

to empower, A\dlullah al-Sistani \\alullah al-Sistani and. you
know, it's ui a key fig-

ure. 'l be honest with you, I don't think he wanted to be this key
a figure, But, unfonunau-lv someone has to stand up for the Shias.

il

Al

He's the one wl ‘e need to empower him. We need
to show Iragis tha upable of standing up to us. ‘ i
And that's someTimmy this administration has a

deal of difficulty undestanding. Its a point that that
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